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EDITORIAL 


Pray For President 
Eisenhower 


Have you been praying daily for President Eisen- 
hower, his cabinet and advisers? 





"I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, 
prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made 
for all men; for kings, and for all that are in author- 
ity; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all 
godliness and honesty. For this is good and accept- 
able in the sight of God our Savior. 1 Tim. 2:1-3. 


Never in our history has our President needed the 
prayers of Christians more than now. President 
Eisenhower needs our prayers that he may surrender 
himself to Christ as Savior. He needs our prayers 
that he and those associated with him may be given 
the wisdom necessary to make the decisions which 
they face daily. They need our prayers because our 
national life and that of the nations of the world are 
involved in these decisions which lie ahead. 


This is to urge our readers to covenant to pray 
daily, and with great importunity, for our new Pres- 
ident and his associates. In doing this we are fol- 
lowing God's will, and He will bless. 





Vanishing Goodness 


“O Judah, what shall I do unto you? for your good- 
ness is as a Morning cloud, and as the dew that goeth 
early away.” Hosea 6:4. 


Some years ago we were having a severe drought 
and all the farmers were hoping for rain. Nearly 
every morning clouds would gather and there was 
the appearance of rain, but by noon, or shortly after, 
the clouds were scattering and not a drop of rain fell. 
I suppose the prophet had seen the same thing hap- 
pen in Judah many mornings, and he remembered 
the disappointment of the vanishing clouds. He saw, 
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however, that there was something far worse than 


this in the lives of his people; their love for God, 


their goodness, was just like those disappointing 
clouds, for it did not last long enough to bring forth 
any fruit. 


Sometimes our Goodness consists only in Good 
Feelings. We are entertained, moved even to tears, 
and we feel helped and blessed, and may make some 
resolutions as we pass from the church, but by the 
time we get home these feelings are gone and there 
is no permanent result remaining. Dr. Beecher tells 
of preaching on board ship once when he was cross- 
ing the ocean. The audience was moved to tears, but 
the dinner bell sounded and an hour after dinner 
all was the same again; their feelings had vanished 
as a morning cloud. 


Again, and especially at the beginning of a New 
Year, our goodness may consist in Good Resolutions. 
We make up our mind to “turn over a new leaf”. We 
are going to “quit our mean ways”, or our bad habits, 
and be different persons from now on. Too often 
these resolutions last but a few days and then are 
gone like the rainless cloud. 


We may be Good in times of Sickness or Danger. 
They tell me that profane sailors will pray when 
there is a severe storm. I went to see a man once 
whose wife was very ill. He was in tears, holding a 
picture of Christ on the cross, and asking us all to 
pray for him and his wife. She recovered, and he 
went back to his old ways. 


Some people are Good when in Good Company, 
but change their behavior when the surroundings are 
different; they believe in “doing in Rome as Rome 
does”. Others are good as long as times are good, but 
when the sun ceases to shine they begin to grumble 
and complain. 


Oh, for a Goodness that lasts all the year and brings 
forth fruit in our lives! 


mE SD 
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Quo Vadis - Liberal? 


For a time the liberals seemed to know where they 
were going, or, perhaps we had better say, where they 
were not going. Today, many of them feel the hot 
breath of neo-orthodoxy on their heels, and they are 
a bit undecided as to where their next jump will lead 
them. Some of them have gladly embraced neo-ortho- 
doxy, which does have something positive to say 
about Redemption and even about the Word of God, 
after a fashion. 


Dr. William Robinson of Butler University, Indi- 
ana, has written an article on liberalism in a recent 
issue of the Christian Century called, “Our Frozen 
Liberalism.” He claims that liberalism started rather 
well at the beginning of the present century with a 
clearly defined position. “The liberal position made 
great gains over against the old fundamentalism.” 
Unfortunately, he points out, that, for mary, this 
position degenerated into a “debunking of the scrip- 
tures, of the church, of the sacraments, and of much 
value in the Christian faith.” Here is an open ad- 
mission by its own assertion that liberalism has been 
primarily a negative type of interpretation. It has 
busied itself in denying the miraculous. Now that it 
has completed this task, nothing much is left to be 
done. What is mildly contrary to reason, or, good 
taste, has been set aside because the open mind can- 
not tolerate dogmatic assertions concerning the super- 
natural. Revelation including the Cross, the Resur- 
rection, the Second Coming, the Judgment Day, Hell 
and we guess, Heaven, are only symbols and are not 
historic realities. All of them have been properly 
relegated to their correct mythological status. You 
can make out of them more or less what you will. 


Now, what is liberalism’s real worry? Its house of 
cards seems to be falling apart, or at any rate being 
considerably altered. Liberalism is suffering from a 
difficulty in adjusting itself to some of the teachings 
of the so-called new-orthodoxy. Dr. Robinson men- 
tions a few authors, even if he seems to confuse these 
with some who are not of this exact stripe. “In the- 
ology,” he says, “we dare not neglect to take note of 
and digest the works of Barth, Brunner, Tillich, Bu- 
ber, Nygren, and Neibuhr, however much we may 
disagree with them and criticize their findings—to 
say nothing of earlier theologians such as Heim, Al- 
thaus, P. T. Forsythe, and Kierkegaard.” These men 
have said some positive things, even if they have not 
gone all the way we would like for them to go. Let 
us all rejoice in this, and pray the new interpretation 
will go farther in the next twenty-five years. They 


have traversed a long journey in the past quarter of 
a century. Maybe they will do more in the future. 


The liberals are confused. They have no place to 
go. Dr. Robinson asks some plaintive questions at 
the close of his article, “Does liberalism,” he inquires, 
‘whose spirit it is to renounce traditionalism of all 
kinds, want to kill the liberal spirit? Are we to be 
content with the liberalism of fifty years ago, frozen 
by the closed dogmatic mind, or, are we to exhibit a 
true tolerance and an open mind—in fact a liberi 
mind? Is that, which was a part of the thought ot 
real liberalism, to be buried in the limbo of forgotten 
truths with the advance of a new fundamentalism 
far more formidabie than that of the 19th Century?” 


According t» the legend on which the novel, “QUO 
VADIS?”, is built, our Lord Jesus met Peter as the 
Rock-Apostle was fleeing from Rome to escape per- 
secution. Peter asked, “Quo vadis, Domine?” “Whith- 
er goest Thou, Lord?” Jesus, according to the story, 
answered, “I am going to Rome to be crucified a 
second time” — “to take the place you are deserting 
by your flight”. A heart-broken Peter turned back 
to be crucified soon in Rome for his Master. 


As though Christ were beseeching you by us, we 
beg you, our liberal friends, cease your flight of de- 
nials, return with us to the household of Christian 
faith and be crucified for Christ and His word in 
America at this mid-twentieth century. Our stand 
will not be a popular one. We must be prepared to 
suffer persecution and crucifixion of a sort. But here 
is something worth being crucified for,—something 
which these United States need more than a higher 
hitch of culture, more than our vaunted liberality of 
thought, even more than our boasted—often fancied 
—tolerance: that is, faith and obedience toward the 
Son of God, our Master and Lord, Jesus Christ, and 
His divine Word. 

—R. W. C. 





Wherein Lies 


Success P 

Only as we exercise the God-given insight and 
spiritual outlook which comes from Him can we 
understand success and greatness in their proper per- 
spective. Even Christians face the persistent tempta- 
tion to judge such matters as the world judges them 


and in so doing they fail to bear the testimony they 
should. 


True success is to be found solely in knowing and 
doing God's holy will in our lives. Knowing His will 
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comes through a subordination of our own wills to 
His and doing that will requires the supernatural 
strength which He alone supplies. From these two 
simple statements it is obvious that real success comes 
only through submission and obedience to our loving 
and all-wise Heavenly Father. 


The success which the world acclaims seems most 
attractive and desirable: money, popularity, power, 
excellence in some particular field. It is not that any 
or all of these are wrong in themselves; rather it is 
that God has a plan for each of us as individuals and 
that true success depends on a fulfilling of that plan 
in our lives. 


This world and its activities are so close and so 
much a part of our daily lives that we must pray 
daily for the operation of God’s grace in our hearts, 
whereby we see things and events in the light of 
God's wisdom. 


By so living close to Him we can have the assur- 
ance of being a true success. This may not be recog- 
nized by the world, nor may it be acclaimed as such, 
but if some day it merits the words, “well done, good 
and faithful servant’, that is success. 


Need For Clear 
Thinking 


Several of our secular publications, known for their 
sane and well balanced outlook on current affairs, 
have commented at length on the reaction of many 
of the so-called intelligentsia against any person or 
group of persons who look for Communistic influence 
in Our nation, either in educational institutions, po- 
litical appointees or labor unions. 





Surely when faced with the monstrous evil of 
Communism there is need for clear thinking followed 
by constructive action. The Saturday Evening Post 
has commented on the strange phenomenon of Amer- 
ican citizens who apparently resent the exposure of 
the subversive work being done by these enemies of 
our nation. After Alger Hiss’s conviction and the 
publication of Whittaker Chamber's Witness, it has 
been Chambers who has come in for the major part 
of criticism from those for whom has been resurrect- 
ed the term, “Eggheads”. 


Here is the situation: and for it there must be 
devised some solution which permits the fullest free- 
dom for the expression of ideas but which is tem- 
pered at the same time with a clear recognition of the 
difference between freedom and license, between 
liberalism and subversive doctrines and activities: 


It is an established fact, established by the observa- 
tion of thousands of responsible Americans and by 
the findings of the agents of the F.B.I. that key in- 
dustries, institutions and agencies are infiltrated more 
or less with active partisans of Communism, and this 
number is augmented by even a larger number of 
dupes and sympathizers. In many ways it is the latter 
who offer the greatest problem for they seem par- 
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ticularly vocal with reference to freedom while at the 
same time they discount the perils of the Communis 
tic philosophy. 


To the writer it would seem imperative that we as 
a people adopt a more realistic and positive attitude 
to Communism wherever it is found, For instance, 
where known Communistic activities are carried on 
upon College and University campuses, those whx 
are guilty should be exposed and then eliminated 
from the campus. We know of a great state Uni- 
versity where Communistic activities have been open 
and at times aggressive for years and this work con- 
tinues today. We are told this is true in many other 
institutions. 


Also, it is known that the labor unions in certain 
key industries are controlled by active Communists; 
by accident? No, but rather with the sinister design 
to paralyze our industrial economy in the event of an 
open break with Moscow. And yet up to the present 
time we have not taken the positive measures neces- 
sary to eliminate this menace to our own national 
safety. 


Much has been said about infiltration in our State 
Department. This has been confirmed by sober lead- 
ers in our national life. But, by and large the chorus 
of abuse is directed towards certain men who have 
exposed these activities. We have nothing but con- 
tempt for men who smear the characters of others for 
political purposes or for hoped-for personal benefit, 
but, we have an equal contempt for those who refuse 
to face facts and who attempt to becloud the issue 
and close their own eyes and the eyes of others to the 
greatest danger our nation has ever been called upon 
to face. 


Why this unwillingness to face the facts about 
Communism ? It is a recognizable fact that many of 
these defenders of subversive activities are men and 
women who are educated but godless, the most 
dangerous class of people in the world. Failing to 
recognize that a nation’s strength derives from Chris- 
tian faith and the moral and spiritual fruits of such a 
faith, they would go about to create a world order 
without God and His Christ. 


The issue is frankly drawn between the principles 
of Christianity and those of Satan, the enemy of souls. 
The professed concern for the welfare of the people 
is but a camouflage for the most diabolical tyranny 
man has ever known, for the tyranny of Communism 
is of both the body and soul over those who come 
under its power. 


If the problem is primarily a spiritual one, and it 
is, then the answer must primarily be in the same 
realm. The ultimate solution lies in the effective 
preaching and living of the grace of God as embodied 
in the Christian faith, but that does not mean that 
other measures are not needed now. A community 
completely won to Christ may envision the elimina- 
tion of a jail and a police force, but until that happy 
day, law and order must be maintained by the proper 
enforcement of legal proceedures. 
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In like manner we need immediate and effective 
teps against those who even now have and are in- 
iltrating our national life with a philosophy and an 

allegiance centered in Moscow but active everywhere. 

We need to preach, teach and live the redeeming 
vork of the Lord Jesus Christ and we need to pray 
or divine guidance and help. And, to make this ef- 
ective, we need clear thinking, steady hands and 
he will to act against these enemies of our nation and 
yf the God Who made us great. 





“Calvin Said...” 
(On Contending For The Faith) 


It isn’t enough that we edify those who make them 

selves available, and who permit themselves to be led, 
but it is also necessary that we know how to refute 
those enemies who raise themselves against the truth 
of God, and resist the lies that tend to corrupt pure 
doctrine. This I can explain by using the shepherd 
as an illustration. We are called pastors. He who 
is entrusted with a flock of sheep is obligated, not 
only to lead the sheep but to stand ready to repel 
wolves and robbers. If a pastor is interested only in 
assembling his sheep and lambs; if, when a wolf 
comes he is surprised and seized with fright to the 
extent that he is struck dumb and permits the flock 
to be robbed and slaughtered, what kind of pastor 
will he be? In the same way, if we should have the 
grace to teach and to show the power of God to those 
who desire to be well governed, but do not have the 
power to stand against false doctrine, to set down 
heretics, to drive off robber wolves, to cry against 
those who infect the flock with their corruptions— 
if we cannot cry against such, we fulfill but the half 
of our office.”’* 


Calvin's attitude towards heretics is well known. 
What are not so well known are the reasons for that 
attitude. For Calvin, doctrine was dynamic. The 
Truth of God had a certain inherent power. When 
the Word of God was preached, something happened, 
because the Holy Spirit used the Word as a vehicle 
to pour grace into the ears and hearts of the hearers. 
The effectiveness of the Word as a “channel” of 
grace, however, depended upon its purity. If the 
doctrine presented to the people was corrupted or 
imperfect, it would be a corrupted or imperfect chan- 
nel. As a matter of fact, if the people get something 
besides the Truth of God, they might be poisoned 
instead of edified. And he who spread poison was 
nothing short of a murderer, because he was engaged 
in killing immortal souls. Calvin was inclined to let 
a heretic alone, so long as he kept his heresy to him- 


self. But when he tried in any way to infect the 
Church of God, then the Reformer leaped into action. 


*From a Sermon on I Timothy 3:1-4. 
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A Protest Was Made To The National Council 
On The Revised Standard Version of The Bible 


By J. P. McCallie - Representative 
Presbyterian Church In U. S. 


Dr. Ferguson Wood, Pastor of the First Presby- 
terian Church, Johnson City, Tennessee, and I were 
two representatives appointed by our General As- 
sembly at the meeting of the National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the U. S. of America at 
Denver, Colorado, December 9-12, 1952. There 
were twelve out of sixteen of us present, of whom we 
appointed Dr. John Land as Chairman, as Dr. Ben 
Lacy was unable to attend. Dr. Wood and I roomed 
together at the Shirley-Savoy Hotel and were much 
interested by all we saw and heard. We, with Dr. 
Land, stayed through until the very end Friday after- 
noon, December 12th, and flew back Saturday, reach- 
ing our respective homes Saturday night. We dili- 
gently attended every session and listened to at least 
100 speeches, many reports, some discussion. 


As some may know, I have not been in favor of 
our Southern Presbyterian Church being in the Fed- 
eral Council or its successor, the National Council. 
When the Southern Presbyterian General Assembly 
asked me to serve it as a representative, | intended 
to ask to be excused, but my pastor and some of my 
friends who had joined me in opposing our church 
entering it advised me to stay on and render what 
service I could. So I took one whole week out of a 
very busy time at my school to go and do my best, 
first with the Division of Foreign Missions and then 
in the General Assembly of the National Council. 
Here are some impressions: 


1. The National Council is a replica of the Na- 
tional Government. It is the most highly organized 
and expensively run church organization that has ever 
existed, with the possible exception of the Roman 
Catholic Church. However, it is efficiently run. 
There are thirty denominations in it, with some 34,- 
000,000 membership. It does coordinate all the work 
of all these denominations. Men of great ability are 
in charge and one is impressed with their earnestness, 
their sincerity, and their determination to do what 
they regard to be the will of God. 


2. Even great men make mistakes. Bishop G. 
Browley Oxnam, Chairman of the Appraisal Com- 
mittee, which undertook to review the work of the 
first biennium of the Council and bring its amend- 
ments to the Constitution, got wound up at times in 
the intricacies of the most amazing constitution of 
any church organization in history, with its General 
Assembly, General Board, General Secretary, three 
administrative secretaries, two associate administrative 
secretaries, its general director, director, and execu- 
tive director, its ten central departments, its two gen- 
eral departments, its four divisions, four joint depart- 


PAGE 6 


ments, five joint commissions, twenty-six depart- 
ments, ten committees, four area Committees, six 
functional committees, six standing committees, four 
special committees, and its nearly 1,000 employees. 
No wonder its cost is about $6,000,000 annually, but 
11 million of that sum went for human relief among 
refugees. Strange to say it works and many have 
yreat enthusiasm for it. It is Ecumenism at work. 


3. There are many admirable things about the Na- 
tional Council. If they were all of one mind towards 
the Lord Jesus Christ, the mission of the church, the 
Bible as God's infallible Word, the Kingdom of God, 
and the personal return of the Lord as the only and 
final solution of world problems, I, too, could be en- 
thusiastic about it. The devil is rampant enough and 
there is enough evil and unbelief in the world for us 
all to cut out overlapping and join hands in fighting 
the devil instead of fighting each other. Some of the 
speeches were great. There are some great and good 
men in the National Council, and they are tremend- 
ously in earnest. Their efficiency and careful plan- 
ning is most impressive. They claim to be demo- 
cratic and everybody is supposed to have a chance to 
“say so’, but I suppose they would never get through 
unless they streamlined operations. One instance 
showed me how much of a chance one had to “say so”. 


1. Dr. Luther Weigle, Dean Emeritus of Yale Di- 
vinity School, whose fertile brain thought up the Na- 
tional Council many years ago, presented another 
brain-child of his, the Revised Standard Version of the 
whole Bible to the General Assembly. He had been 
the Chairman of the Translation Committee of the 
Division of Christian Education, which absorbed the 
former International Committee of Christian Edu- 
cation, which began the translation about twenty 
years ago. This was the most controversial subject to 
be presented to the General Assembly. The Denver 
papers were full of Carl McIntire and his large gath- 
ering of 1500 in the South High School Auditorium 
in Denver on Tuesday night, December 9th, during 
the National Council meeting and the radio had the 
criticism of the Revised Standard Version or Perver- 
sion, as Dr. McIntire called it. When Dr. Weigle 
finished his presentation of the Revised Standard 
Version, which he said was “not a new Bible, nor a 
modern Bible, nor a modernistic Bible”, one would 
have thought that at least some one among the hun- 
dreds of bishops, ministers, secretaries, laymen, and 
laywomen would have asked some question or raised 
some question about some of the controverted trans- 
lations. I suppose Bishop Sherrill, President of the 
Council, feared just that might happen, so he imme- 
diately called for a ten-minute recess. After the re- 
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cess new business was immediately taken up and 
here was no chance to say a word about R.S.V. There 
was a microphone on the floor in the center of the 
wuditorium and any replies from the floor must be 
ziven over that. At last I saw that nothing was go- 
ng to be said about R.S.V., either in further defense 
iwainst the criticism of the American Council of Dr. 
\IcIntire or in corroboration of these criticisms. | 
cook a resolution to one of the Administrative Secre- 
caries, Dr. Quinter Miller, and asked him if I could 
present it on the floor. “This is a democratic organi- 
zation; of course you can,” he replied. But there was 
no place given again for “business”; everything was 
pre-arranged most efficiently. This was my resolution: 


“The General Assembly of the National Council 
of the Churches of Christ in the U. S. of America 
requests the Translation Committee of the Re- 
vised Standard Version of the Bible, in prepara- 
tion for future editions, in the interest of truth 
and unity, to re-examine those translations that 
have caused so much criticism and even the re- 
jection of this translation by some, as there are 
many that believe that it has a definite slant 
against the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 


Finally I took this resolution to Bishop Sherrill. He 
read it and remarked: “Oh, I don’t think there is any 
slant against the deity of Christ. But you take it to 
Dr. Frye, Chairman of the Committee of Reference 
and Counsel, and he will see that it gets a hearing.” 
This I did, putting my name at the bottom as a rep- 
resentative of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. 
Dr. Frye replied that he would bring it before his 
committee, as he had one other matter also to con- 
sider. The next morning, Friday, just as we were be- 
ing seated at 9:00 a. m., Dr. Frye said over the micro- 
phone on the floor, “Mr. President, I have a resolu- 
tion presented by J. P. McCallie of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S., concerning the Revised Stand- 
ard Version which | think should be sent on to the 
Translation Committee of the Division of Christian 
Education.” Bishop Sherrill replied, “Without ob- 
jection, it will take that course.” That ended that, 
and not even a single member of my own delegation 
realized any protest had been made on the R.S.V. as 
Dr. Frye mispronounced my name. But the Transla- 
tion Committee will get at least one protest from 
the General Assembly of the National Committee, 
and it is hoped that changes will be made in future 
editions. They certainly are needed! 


5. This was the best reported religious meeting | 
know of. The Rocky Mountain News ran 20,000 
words or seven full pages during the week. Half a 
dozen dailies sent special reporters. In all, forty-three 
reporters were assigned to the various meetings, near- 
ly a quarter million words were filed out of Denver 
by telegraph, eight television shows on the Assembly 
and twenty-four radio broadcasts were given during 
the week and more later on. It was big news around 
the world, even on the Voice of America. 


6. Our evangelical and evangelistic and conserva- 
tive churches that hold to the infallibility of the 
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Scriptures and to the deity ot our Lord Jesus Christ 
and believe that the primary object of the church is 
to evangelize the world have no place in the National 
Council other than to try to keep it in the true road 
and from going into a radical, socialistic humanism, 
or lining up with Roman Catholicism or admitting 
Unitarians, Christian Scientists, and the like. But its 
expense is heavy and there are other means, such as 
the National Association of Evangelicals, through 
which equally efficient and far less expensive coop- 
eration may be obtained. However, our Southern 
Presbyterian Church is not a unit. We are as divided 
as is the Northern Presbyterian Church. If only all 
who believed alike could get together our work would 
be more creative and freer from controversy. But let 
us continue to love our brethren in Christ, however 
much we may differ. 





The Expository Legacy Of 
Alexander Maclaren 
By Rev. J. R. Richardson, D.D. 


Alexander Maclaren was born in Glasgow on Feb- 
ruary 11, 1826. He was a sensitive child and this 
trait was fixed upon him for life. He was brought 
up as a rigid Puritan, but at no time did he ever ex- 
perience any feeling of revulsion from its rigidity. As 
a matter of fact, he counted his discipline as a great 
blessing from God and treasured this influence upon 
him with sincere gratitude. 


Young Maclaren was taken regularly to two serv- 
ices on Sunday long before he was old enough to 
listen attentively to the sermon, but he had no re- 
membrance of wishing the service to be over. These 
services were followed by the Bible lesson at home, 
but nowhere do we find any place where he thought 
of the Lord’s day as being one of monotony or dreari- 
Ness. 


As a student, Alexander's intellectual gifts were 
manifested quite early. He won a number of prizes 
from the Glasgow High School. At the time of 
graduation he was seated in the rear of the school but 
he received so many prizes that the Lord Provost, who 
presided over the services, said, “This young gentle- 
man has to appear before us so often that he had 
better be accommodated with a seat nearer the table.” 
He entered the University of Glasgow before he was 
fifteen years old. 


Early in life, Doddridge’s “Rise and Progress of 
Religion in The Soul” fell into his hands. He took 
this to be just what he wanted until he came to a 
place where he began to reflect that if he rejected 
this, another offer of mercy, also his condemnation 
would be all the greater and he laid the book down. 
But the crisis in his religious life came while he was 
attending a revival in Glasgow. While hearing a ser- 
mon, he said that all his sins rushed upon him as he 
had never seen them before. He sat trembling. Here 
he found peace and pardon in believing that Christ 
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was his personal Saviour. This was the turning point 
in his life. 


After Maclaren’s preparation for the gospel min- 
istry, he served in Southampton for twelve years in 
a very inconspicious pulpit. Later on in his life, he 
said of these Southampton days, “I thank God that | 
was stuck down in a quiet, little, obscure place to be- 
gin my ministry for that is what spoils half of you 
young fellows. You get pitch-forked into prominent 
positions at once and then fritter yourselves away in 
all manner of little engagements that you call duties, 
going to this tea meeting and that anniversary and 
the other breakfast celebration instead of stopping at 
home and reading your Bibles and getting near to 
God. I thank God for the early days of struggle and 
obscurity.” Maclaren came to see that prematurity 
of popularity generally means immaturity of gifts and 
a superficial development of them. 


At Southampton Maclaren was faithful to his call- 
ing. He worked hard. He applied himself diligent- 
ly. He systematized his labors so as to increase his 
facility in work. 


In 1858 Maclaren came to Manchester. It was a 
city where he did his greatest work and to this day 
he is known as “Maclaren of Manchester”. He felt 
that in making this change he was acting according 
to the will of God. Neverthless, the change was not 
easy. Writing to a friend at the time he said, “So | 
have been shifted like the fish in the Hindoo version 
of the deluge into a bigger tank, I daresay big enough 
for the growth of a great many years yet. It came 
to be a dreadful wrench at last. The cruel tender- 
ness of the last week was agony and would have 
been intolerable if I had not felt that the change was 
not of my seeking but was ventured upon with the 
clearest conviction that it was God's will.” On the 
first Sunday in July, Maclaren began his ministry in 
Manchester, preaching at both the morning and eve- 
ning services on the great cardinal themes of the 
Bible. From the very beginning of his ministry there 
he was conscious of God in every service. He wrote, 
“The hymn and the chapter read helped me much and 
then I tried to remember nothing but that I am 
speaking to God for others and for myself and that 
He is listening.” This, of course, referred to his 
prayer life in the pulpit, but he was also conscious 
of God's presence in his preaching. 


As a pastor, Maclaren was not a success. He felt 
that he was not fit to be a pastor. He simply shrank 
from contact with people. He said that he just did 
not have the temperament to do pastoral work. He 
believed that God had called him first of all to be 
a preacher. 


For the space of full forty-five years Maclaren 
served as pastor at the Union Chapel in Manchester. 
Here in Manchester, he concentrated on the study 
of the Word and the preaching of the Word. Qn 
one occasion he said, “I began my ministry with the 
determination of concentrating all my available 
strength on the work, the proper work of the Chris- 
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tian ministry, the pulpit. I believe that the secret of 
success for all our ministers lies very largely in the 
simple charm of concentrating our intellectual force 
on the one work of preaching.” He was convinced 
that he could serve Christ better and also social, eco- 
nomic, and political life in a greater measure by 
sticking to the Gospel of Christ. He, therefore, lim- 
ited himself to that work. 


The sermons that Maclaren preached were all ex- 
pository. They have been published from time to 
time under the label, “Expositions of Holy Scripture”. 
They have been republished again by the Wm. B. 
Eerdmans Publishing Co., in a new eleven volume 
edition. This set contains approximately two thou- 
sand expositions. The complete work is offered for 
only thirty-five dollars. This is remarkable when we 
realize that this set contains all the material once 
published in a twenty-five volume set. There is also 
an improvement in the binding that makes it an at- 
tractive set. 


Maclaren’s expositions are of great value to preach- 
ers. This Manchester preacher made himself a preach- 
er to preachers. It has been said many times that 
Maclaren’s discourses should be read by young min- 
isters as masterpieces of homiletic oratory. They are 
regarded by teachers in the field of homiletics as the 
best models for the pulpit of any in our generation. 
It is remarkable how these messages conserve their 
homiletical freshness and suggestiveness. 


It has been said that each sermon preached by Mac- 
laren is an exact exposition of the text. Because of 
this, it has been added that when one went to see 
what Maclaren said on a text, he would either have to 
take Maclaren’s outline or get another text. 


Throughout this work the reader will find that 
Maclaren accepted the Bible with firm reliance upon 
its infallibility. This is one of the reasons why he 
preached with power and is still able to speak to our 
day. 


Sir Robertson Nicoll was largely responsible for 
getting Maclaren to publish this work. Concerning it, 
he has said, “Perhaps no preacher has ever plowed so 
straight and sharp a furrow across the field of life, 
never looking aside, never turning back, but main- 
taining his power and his freshness to all the long 
years that stretched from his early beginning and the 
last day.” As long as preachers and teachers desire 
to improve in the expository method of presenting 
Scriptural truth, this monumental work will serve a 
real need. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 





LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 8 





REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





Jesus Ti caches God’s Grace 


Background Scripture: Matthew 20. De- 
votional Reading: Ephesians 2:1-10. 


The lesson today grows out of the question that Peter asked in verse 27 of chapter 19: “Behold, we have for- 


saken all, and followed thee; what shall we have therefore’. 


In answer to that question Jesus gave His promise 


of rich rewards: they would sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. They would receive 
an hundred fold, and inherit everlasting life. In Africa, one of the chiefs who had given up much when he be- 
came a Christian was asked if this promise was true. He replied, after pondering the words; “Not a hundred- 


fold, but a thousand-fold”. Jesus warned his disciples, 
however, that many who are first shall be last; and 
the last, first. In other words, God’s rewards are of 
grace, as well as His salvation. He distributes 
His rewards according to His own good pleasure. 
The plan of Salvation is not a scheme of “Collec- 
tive Bargaining” where we bargain with God as 
to how much we are to get out of it. We used to 
sing a Hymn when I was a boy entitled, “It Pays to 
Serve Jesus’, and the words of the song told of the 
“pay” that we get. Now, it is true that “It pays to 
serve Jesus’, but we do not serve because of the pay. 
He saves us by His free Grace, and we serve Him 
because we love Him. Rewards do have their place 
none the less, in our relation to God, but we should 
always remember that whatever we get is also of 
Grace. 


Before we take up this rather unusual Parable, let 
me spend a while with you on our Devotional Read- 
ing which gives us a rich doctrinal background and 
foundation for our lesson. 


In Ephesians 2:1-10 Paul brings out some tre- 
mendous truths which we do well to keep in mind. 
First, our condition before we were saved, and the 
part God had in our salvation. “And you did he 
quicken when you were dead through your trespasses 
and sins. (R.V.) God had to make us alive. We were 
not merely sick, as our Arminian friends would have 
us believe, but DEAD, namely, incapable of doing 
anything to save ourselves. God makes us alive. This 
he does because of his “mere good pleasure”, or 
GRACE. Grace is mercy to the undeserving. God, 
rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved 
us. So it is by grace that we are saved, through faith, 
and that, not of ourselves, it is the gift of God. Then, 
our being raised up together with Christ and being 
made to sit with Him in heavenly places, is also of 
grace. God, by His grace, regenerates us, adopts us 
into His family, and exalts us to places of honor in 
His kingdom. This is all done for his glory; that in 
the ages to come he might show the exceeding riches 
of his grace in his kindness to us through Jesus Christ. 
The thing which is going to astonish the world and 
manifest forth the gracious character of God is this 
marvellous work, not ovr works, but His Work; not 
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of works, lest any man should boast. Suppose Moses 
and Paul had gotten to heaven because of the work 
they did. [| am afraid that even these humble men 
would be boastful and “puffed up” with pride, while 
we who have done so little would be humiliated and 
silenced. No! There will be no “boasting” in heaven, 
except as we “boast”, or glory, in the greatness and 
grace of God in Christ. Men sometimes brag about 
their achievements down here on earth, but there 
will be silence in heaven, as far as our own good 
works are concerned. ‘‘For we are his workmanship.” 
The earth is full of the handiwork of God; we see it 
on every side, but His greatest display of “hand- 
craft” will be the great multitude of redeemed men 
and women gathered from every nation under heaven, 
who are there because they have washed their robes 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 


The story of grace does not end, however, with 
our salvation from sin and our exaltation to heavenly 
places in Christ. We are His workmanship; our sal- 
vation is all of grace. But we are created unto good 
works. Our works show the genuineness of our faith, 
for faith works by love, and if we love Him we will 
keep His commandments and do those things which 
are pleasing to Him. Then too, our good works bring 
a reward. Jesus said that even a cup of cold water 
given in His name would be rewarded. Let us re- 
member always that this reward is also of grace, not 
a payment for services rendered, which is due us. It 
is not something He owes us, but something He gives 
us. He gives to every man according to his work. 
We can safely leave this matter of reward in the 
hands of the One Who has saved us. 


Now let us turn to this interesting parable and 
the other incidents of this chapter. 


|. The Parable of the Laborers 
in the Vineyard: 8-16 


There were several classes of these laborers. The 
first group were hired early in the morning and the 
householder agreed with them (made a bargain) for 
a penny (shilling) a day. When he hired the others 
later in the day, the third, the sixth, the ninth, and 
the eleventh hours, there was no agreement as to the 
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amount to be paid, but simply, “whatever is right”. 
We might say they were hired “by faith”. 


When the reckoning time came those who had been 
hired latest were paid first, and all classes received 
the same amount, a penny. When he came to those 
who had worked all day and gave them the amount 
agreed upon, they murmured against him and com- 
plained because he did not give them more. The 
point of the parable is found in the question, Is it 
not lawful for me to do what I will with my own? 


Sometimes we are tempted, I am afraid, to feel 
jealous because God graciously accepts and rewards 
those who have been apart from Him for years, even 
workers for Satan, while we have, so to speak, borne 
the heat and burden of the day and have been serving 
Him all our lives. We have a feeling that God ought 
to make a distinction and give us a richer reward for 
longer service. 


The answer to this feeling is found in this story. 
ALL are saved by grace, and ALL are rewarded, too, 
by grace, and we must leave this matter of rewards 
entirely in the hands of God. He has a perfect right 
to do as He pleases with His own, whether it be sal- 
vation or reward. It is HIS salvation, and it is HIS 
reward. 


There is another angle to be considered. Some- 
times those who are converted late in life, or who 
have been “great sinners” make up in zeal and earn- 
estness and consecration for the time they have lost. 
All of us have been put to shame by the way these 
converts work. It is not always the number of hours 
we work but the zeal with which we work, that 
counts. Paul made up for his persecution of Chris- 
tians by his untiring and zealous service after he was 
converted. It has been this way with many of the 
best servants of God. 


There must be no jealousy, no boasting, no com- 
plaining. The “Judge of all the earth” will be just 
and gracious in His dealings with us all. When we 


have done all we are obliged to say, We are unprofit- 
able servants; we have done only that which was our 
duty to do. 


II. Several Other Incidents 


of Importance: 17-34 


1. Jesus’ teaching concerning His coming betrayal 
and death. He is trying to get His disciples to under- 
stand this. They were looking for an earthly kingdom 
and places of authority for themselves in that king- 
dom. He outlines an entirely different program: Be- 
trayed — condemned — delivered to the Gentiles — 
scourged—crucified—trising from the dead on the 
third day. The last was the only bright spot in the 
picture. This teaching about what was coming should 
have prevented the next incident. 


2. The Ambitious request of the mother and her 


two sons, John and James. They perhaps represent- 
ed the wealthiest and most influential family in the 
group of disciples, to say nothing of the matter of 
kinship. Sometimes in the church of our day we get 
the same notions and elect those to office, not be- 
cause of their fitness, but because of their social 
standing or financial ability. 


Jesus asks if they are able to drink of His cup, and 
be baptized with His baptism. When they say, we 
are able, He tells them that they will share these 
things with Him, but that the matter of their promo- 
tion to these places of honor is in the hands of His 


Father. 


The Ten, naturally, were moved with indignation, 
and Jesus goes on to teach them the lesson of true 
greatness: Whosoever will be chief among you, let 
him be your servant. Here is the simple rule for the 
Christian: Humility, Service, Sacrifice; this is the 
path of greatness in the kingdom of heaven. It is 
the way the Master went: the servant must tread it 
too. 


3. The Two Blind Men, read and study. 





Rev. Leon R. Anderson 
New Regional Director 


Snedecor Region 


Rev. Leon R. Anderson, at present pastor of the 
Amay James Presbyterian Church in Charlotte, North 
Carolina, has been called by our Board to succeed 
Rev. L. W. Bottoms as Regional Director of Chris- 
tian Education for Snedecor Region, effective Feb- 
ruary 1, 1953. As you may know, Mr. Bottoms re- 
cently has been serving only half time in the field 
of Christian Education and has now been employed 
for full time in the Negro Work Division of the 
Board of Church Extension. Mr. Anderson will con- 
tinue to live in Charlotte for the time being, but later 
will make his headquarters in Atlanta. 


W. Norman Cook, Director 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 





YOUTH PROGRAM FOR FEBRUARY 8 


REV. H. LAWRENCE LOVE, JR. 





Blind Spots 


WORSHIP PROGRAM 
Hymn—"Dear Lord And Father Of Mankind” 


Invocation 


Hymn—"Take My Life And Let It Be” 
Offering 

Scripture—Psalm 2 

Prayer 


Hymn—'Lord, Speak To Me, That I May Speak 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN 

It is entirely possible to let prejudice so direct our 
thinking as to cause us to neglect our responsibilities 
toward those of other races and religions. There are 
“blind spots” in our vision that cause us to miss op- 
portunities to reach them with the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. Just because a person’s skin is black does not 
mean that God is not interested in their souls as well 
as ours. Or the fact that some of our friends or neigh- 
bors are Jewish does not mean that we are not to love 
them and seek to win them to our Saviour, for in- 
deed, “salvation is of the Jews.” Perhaps there are 
others of Catholic ba ickground against whom we have 
developed prejudice simply because we do not be- 
lieve their system of religion to be consistent with the 
word of God. Or again, there may be some whose 
economic conditions, whose extreme poverty or even 
extreme wealth might create prejudice and thus blind 
us to our obligations. Let's consider this matter from 
several aspects, to determine how our “blind spots 
might be removed. 


FIRST SPEAKER 

First of all, let us consider what our attitude should 
be insofar as our rel: tionship to all men is concerned. 
The Bible plainly says that “God is no respecter of 
persons.” He “hath made of one blood all nations of 
men for to dwell on all the face of the earth.” God 
did not choose Israel as a nation simply that Israel 
might be blessed, but that Israel might be a blessing! 
He did not choose us in Christ simply that we might 
be blessed, but that through us others might come to 
a knowledge of salvation. We are “created in Christ 
Jesus unto good works, which God has before or- 
dained that we should walk in them,” and men are to 
“behold our good works and glorify our Father which 
is in heaven.” A light is made to shine. Salt is made 
to provide savour. We should realize that we have a 
responsibility to all men, remembering that God so 
loved the world that He gave His Son, and that our 
interest should be as wide as the world, as broad as 
human need. There is no room for prejudice in the 
heart that knows the love of God in Christ, and cer- 
tainly if we should discover a “blind spot”, we should 
earnestly ask God to remove it, and to fill our hearts 
with love for all men. 
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PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

It is strange that we should even entertain the 
thought of prejudice with regard to others when we 
realize that “God commended His love toward us, in 
that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” 
Certainly He had a reason to be prejudiced against 
us, for He is “of purer eyes than to behold evil”, but 
He loved us while we were sinners and gave His Son 
to die in our stead. As John reminds us, “If God so 
loved us, we ought also to love one another.” Now 
let us hear our second speaker. 


SECOND SPEAKER: 

It seems to me that we often overlook a very funda- 
mental factor in the matter of our dealings with oth- 
ers with whom we differ, such as Jews, Catholics, 
etc., when we develop “blind spots” at these points. 
The very fact that we do differ makes it imperative 
that we assume our responsibilities in our relationship 
with them. \f we sincerely believe that men can be 
saved only through faith in Jesus Christ as their per- 
sonal saviour, then we are definitely obligated to seek, 
in love, to win those who do not believe in Him with 
saving faith. Our catechism says, “Faith in Jesus 
Christ is a saving grace, whereby we receive Him 
and rest upon Him alone for salvation, as He is of- 
fered to us in the gospel.” If this is true, and we 
believe it is true, then it follows that our Jewish and 
Catholic neighbors, and those of other religious 
groups, such as Christian Science, Jehovah's Witnesses, 
Mormons, etc., who do not “rest upon Him and Him 
alone for salvation,’ need to know the way of sal- 
vation. We should be nicer to them than to those with 
whom we agree that we might win them! We must 
not have “blind spots” here! Our eyes must be open 
to see and to take advantage of every opportunity! 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

We will never win others by assuming a “superior” 
attitude, or by showing prejudice. Indeed, our hearts 
should be humbled before Him, and our love should 
go out to those who do not know the Lord. We glory 
only in the cross of Christ. There is no place for 
pride and prejudice in the attitude of a child of God. 
Now our third speaker— 


THIRD SPEAKER: 

We have been discussing “attitude”, and certainly 
this is basic. However, we must not fail to realize 
that the proper attitude calls for appropriate action! 
We must not only recognize that it is wrong to have 
“blind spots”, but we must realize that we are to do 
something about those who do not know Christ. It 
isn't enough simply to admit that we mustn't be 
prejudiced against them. We must do something for 
them! Let’s not just say that we should not be un- 
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neighborly, let’s be neighbors! Our Saviour certainly 
made it plain that we should do more than pity the 
poor unfortunate fellow who has been robbed and 
beaten and left to die by the road. Many of us are 
prone to say we are sorry for them because they do 
not know the joy of salvation, while secretly priding 
ourselves.on our more fortunate estate. We look, 
shake our heads, and say, “Too bad. Too bad.” Then 
we blithely go our way, and never extend a hand of 
love to invite them to come along, or to lift them 
out of their fallen condition. We should actively, 
with hearts filled with the love of God, seek to win 
them, not to our way of thinking, but to our Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. Use every available oppor- 
tunity to speak for Him, and, above all, live in obedi- 
ence to His will, that others may see in us the image 
and likeness of our Lord. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


Certainly all of us should examine our hearts to 
see if there is any element of prejudice, or any indi- 
cation of spiritual pride, determining, by God’s help, 
that there shall be no “blind spots” that shall cause 
us to overlook the needs of others and prevent their 
hearing the message of salvation. There may be 
“spots” on the sun, but there are no “spots” in the 
Sun of righteousness, and if we let Him shine in our 
hearts, there will be no “spots” in our relations with 
others. 


Women’s Work 


Glimpses On The W oman’ s 
W ork Of The Presbyterian 
Church Of Brazil 





When in July our Presbyterial met here we were 
about 37 women come from far away places of this 
big state of Minas. To one used to the ways in the 
interior of this country it would have been a great 
surprise to see those women delegates listening in- 
telligently to all that was said, taking notes and dis- 
cussing plans and methods for the development of 
the societies. Some even wrote poetry. 


When the work was first organized those who did 
not live near a railroad station had to come on horse- 
back or on foot and it would take two or three days 
to reach the place where the conference would be 


held. Now there are automobiles, trucks, and jeeps, 


and travelling is much more comfortable. 


It is indeed a happy sight to witness how those 


backward matrons and girls have answered ‘the chal- 
lenge to a better understanding of their responsibility 
in cooperating in the Lord’s work. 


It has been so throughout the country from north 
to south. Women who would never raise a voice in 
public to say yes or no, hardly knowing how to read 
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and write, now get up read a paper and discuss church 
affairs knowingly. 


The first Ladies Society of the Presbyterian Church 
in Brazil was started in 1880 in the state of Sao Paulo. 
Always under supervision of the pastor or of an elder, 
other societies were being organized, for wherever a 
church was begun a woman's society would come to 
life. 

As happened in other countries (1 suppose) some 
brethren in the Presbyterian churches here were 
afraid the women would go too far in the use of their 
privileges in the church and Paul's words in I Corin- 
thians and | Timothy were interpreted in disregard 
of other passages where women are mentioned as 
working in the church in Paul’s time. So it was with 
premonitions that the more conservative ministers 
and elders would look on this “innovation”. 


The work in the societies was expected to run in 
a money-coming-in basis. It meant money for the 
church of course. If the church was in need of an 
organ, a carpet, or furniture, the society was to pro- 
vide for these or help raise funds for the building 
of a new church. 


So there was not at the society meetings a program 
of studies. The pastor or an elder would read a por- 
tion from the Bible, say a prayer, direct the hymn 
singing and raise a collection. Then he would leave 
the women to the discussion of plans and means for 
raising money. 


In 1921 with the help of a very devoted lady mis- 
sionary the societies were organized into the first 
Presbyterial in a central state of the country. There 
was Opposition from several good men of the church, 
but the first step had been taken, and in 1924 another 
presbyterial was organized hundreds of miles away, 
in the north. 


To the women in the churches these unions brought 
new interest in the work, now they had programs of 
study for the meetings. The slogan was Learn, Pray, 
and Contribute, but contribution would not be the 
first aim of the work. 


It took some time before even some of the most 
enlightened brethren should cease their opposition 
to what they considered “a woman's presbytery in- 
side the Church Presbytery”. But the advantages and 
benefits it brought to the Church could not be denied. 


Twenty four years ago the General Assembly rec- 
ommended that the Presbyteries have their women 
societies organized into Presbyterials. The pastor of 
the church to which I belong was then the moderator 
of his Presbytery and decided to follow the suggestion 
of the General Assembly. There were five ministers 
in the Presbytery and they all came to the meeting, 
but only one of them, the moderator, was entirely in 
favor of the organization of the women. The mod- 
erator said: “I have three congregations and one 
church. Each has a ladies Society. Let us start with 
these. They will make a Presbyterial”. And the Pres- 
byterial was organized. 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 














the 


or 


» 


ter 
er 
an 
an 
th 
ve 
co 


rr" 4 tb OOM 














Now every society in the Presbytery has joined in 
the Presbyterial, about 37; every year they send one 
or more delegates to the place where the conference 
is to be entertained. 


The societies are divided in circles which we call 
“Departamentos”; the Presbyterials in departments 
which we call “Circulos Conferenciais”. The Presby- 
terials are “Federacoes” and the Synodicals “Confed- 
eracoes’. The circles were the first to be adopted, 
and synodicals have been started, but the distances 
and lack of funds for travelling expenses have made 
the meetings difficult. One Synodical is now doing 
very well. It is in an area where all the churches are 
connected by railroads and where are also good high- 
ways 


The Presbyterian Church of Brazil has 30 presby- 
teries. In 25 of these the woman's work is organized. 
But we have 26 presbyterials because the West Brazil 
Mission has also its women societies organized. It 
does not mean that everything goes on always smooth- 
ly. Sometimes just a change of ministers will make 
the activities in the work drop and all communica- 
tions with the General Secretary stop. 


It will mean that the new ministers are not much 
in favor of the organized woman’s work. But this 
seldom happens. Now the woman’s work as it is 
done these days is accepted all over Brazil as a won- 
derful blessing to the churches and it is common for 
a minister at the presbytery to get up and praise the 
women for the impulse their organized work has 
brought to the churches. 


Now in these 25 presbyterials we have 402 soci- 
eties. The number of women enlisted in the organ- 
ized work must be now a little over 1320 for reports 
for this year have not come in yet. This kind of work 
makes women happy. They love to get together, hear 
the reports from other societies in other churches, and 
learn. These meetings are religious and social. They 
are instructive and enlightening. I dare say the or- 
ganized Women’s Work is the greatest thing that 
happened to the women of the church since Christ 
saved their souls. 


It is time to stop this article, but a word of thanks 
must be said. 


Thank you, American women, for starting this 


work and giving us the pattern by which our own 
work is done. 


Thank you, American ladies, missionaries, for the 
encouragement you give us, for your patient teach- 
ing, for your unfailing confidence in our ability to 
apprehend and pass to others that which you had 
diligently brought to us—the knowledge of how to 
work more efficiently for our Lord and Saviour. 


—Cecilia Rodrigues de Siqueira 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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I Have A Stewardship 
Of Prayer 


Henry Drummond once wrote, 


“There is only one 
thing greater than happiness in the world, and that is 
holiness, and it is not in our keeping. But what God 
has put in our power is the happiness of those about 
us.” Clearly, then we bear responsibility for the hap- 


piness of others. And if religion can bring happi- 
ness, as Christianity affirms, and if prayer be but the 


language of religion, I have a stewardship of prayer. 


Psychologists tell us there are three basic needs es- 
sential to human happiness—security, significance, 
and to be loved. As Christians we know that a joyous, 
saving faith in Jesus Christ can abundantly supply 
these needs. What security can any of us have save 
the protection of the Everlasting Arms? To whom 
can we be more significant than to the One who has 
numbered the very hairs of our heads? And who 
could possibly love us more than He? Why then, | 
wonder, do we not better keep in touch with the 
Giver of these gifts, that He may bring happiness to 
hearts around the word—or across the street? 


Perhaps it is because our communication systems, 
as it were, at times break down. Our wires become 
clogged with self-centeredness, worries, resentments. 
The other day I saw two pictures in the newspaper, 
under an account of a missing airliner. One picture 
showed the captain of the ship, and bore the caption, 
“Missing Pilot.” The other picture showed the cap- 
tain’s wife holding a telephone to her ear, and was 
entitled, “Wife Awaits Word.” We are like that. Of 
course our Pilot is not missing, but it seems He might 
as well be when we cannot hear His voice. 


Here is where we can help each other. For ex- 
ample, have you ever, when worried or upset, gone 
to a friend with the simple request, “Pray with me”? 
And have you know the marvelous relief of feeling 
your soul carried aloft, above the clouds which be- 
fogged you, to a place where your vision was cleared, 
your peace restored? Or have you ever belonged to 
a prayer group which met to intercede for others? If 
o, haven't you often been awed, even humbled, as 
you looked about and saw your corporate prayers be- 
ing fulfilled in lives around you? You have probably 
felt with Thomas Brooks that “the best and sweetest 
flowers of paradise God gives to His people when 
they are upon their knees.” 

It has been said that we can forget those with 
whom we have laughed, but we cannot forget those 
with whom we have wept. That may be true, but | 
doubt it. I have a feeling that I may be able to for- 
get those with whom I have prayed. They are the 
ones who have made me happy, and thereby in some 
inexplicable way more able to find the strait gate and 
the narrow way leading to holiness. They have been 
faithful stewards of prayer. And they have made me 
want to be that kind of steward too! 


—(Mrs. M. E.) Faith L. Mischler 
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BOOKS 


“The Bible And The World Today.” Dr. Wilbur 
M. Smith. The Evangelical Fellowship, Inc., 617 
Market Street, Scottdale, Pa. Published for Free Dis- 
tribution. 





Evangelical Christians have come to appreciate 
anything from the facile pen of Dr. Wilbur Smith. 
The Table of Contents of this little book indicates 
that he has produced another work characterized by 
his usual thoroughness, fascination of style and prac- 
tical application. The topics discussed here are, “The 
Growing Demand For The Whole Bible,” “The De- 
nial Of The Miraculous In Israel's History,’ “The 
Misinterpretation of The Scriptures In Modern Cults,” 
“The Bible and Christian Science Literature”, “Mod- 
ern Education’s Omission of The Bible”, “Sowing 
Unbelief in Our Institutions of Learning’, “Recent 
Attacks of Russia on Christ and The Bible”, “A Fam- 
ine Of The Hearing Of The Word of God”, and 
“Our Duty Toward The Word Of God In This Hour”. 


At the very outset, Dr. Smith reminds us that we 
are living in a day where the forces of darkness and 
the power of light are wrestling as never before for 
the minds of men. He believes that the greatest war 
of the twentieth century is not either of the two 
World Wars or the Korean War, but the war that 
is going on for the minds and souls of men. It is a 
war of propaganda resulting in a struggle between 
truth and falsehood. It is a war where every instru- 
ment and agency for deception that Satan and his 
host of demons can use or turn against the Word of 
Truth. The author states, “The fact that Russia in the 
last year has spent an estimated $1,409,000,000 in 
propaganda alone is only one of the many witnesses 
to this fact.” Because of this mighty movement to 
create “the big lie”, this book is sent forth to expose 
some of the methods and objectives of the enemies of 
the Word of God. It is written that Christians may 
be more thoroughly acquainted with the strategems 
of the Devil and arm themselves more wisely and 
thoroughly for this conflict. 


Chapter 5 on “Modern Education's Omission of 
The Bible” should be read and reread. Here it is 
pointed out that in our largest educational institu- 
tions the Bible is ignored. It is also noted that the 
United Nations’ Educational, Scientific, and Cultural 
Organization usually known as UNESCO, is an out- 
standing enemy of the Christian faith. It has declared 
its Opposition to any Christian doctrine. It elected 
as its director general, Dr. Julian Huxley, the British 
biologist who is an outstanding enemy of the Chris- 
tian faith. In 1923 this Dr. Huxley wrote, “It is im- 
possible for me and those who think like me to be- 
lieve in God as a person, a Ruler, to continue to 
speak of God as a spiritual being in the ordinary 
way. In 1941 he wrote, “The scientific approach 
renders either futile or illogical all straightforward 
personification of Divinity”. Dr. Smith is correct in 
saying that to deny God a personality is to deny God. 
A God as just the wind is not God at all. 
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Another illuminating chapter is on “Sowing Un- 
belief in Our Institutions of Learning”. Dr. Smith 
quotes Dr. Walter S. Athearn, who warned our na- 
tion sometime ago, “Our colleges are engaged in the 
work of shattering religious conceptions and ignoring 
the consequences.” We are now beginning to see the 
fearful results of this work of destruction but the 
forces engaged in this evil task are more generally 
distributed and more powerfully entrenched today 
than when Dr. Athearn wrote. Deplorable as the 
situation is in colleges and universities, Dr. Smith 
avers that it also is found in Seminaries. To be spe- 
cific he gives an example from the Divinity School 
of Harvard University. A professor of Theology 
there for the last quarter of a century has been Dr. 
Johannes A. C. Auer. His own students agree in 
saying that Auer often says to the future clergymen 
who are studying under him, “There may be a God 
but I have never seen any evidence to persuade me 
that there is one.” This professor has recently de- 
fended this position in a published work. Just think 
of it! His field of teaching is Theology which deals 
with the knowledge of God and yet, concerning God, 
he is an agnostic. 


What must Christians do when the Word of God 
is attacked? is a question that is raised and answered 
in the final chapter. The answer is twofold accord- 
ing to Dr. Smith. First of all, we are to know the 
Word of God. We are to know its historical facts, its 
great doctrines, its prophecies, its revelation of God's 
will for us, its commands, its warnings, its promises, 
and its power. Secondly, we should abide in rie 
Word. The writer points out that the word “abide 
in” means “to live in” or “to take up one’s residence 
in”. 

The closing word constitutes a challenge. Dr. 
Smith writes, “Let Christians get down on their knees 
and ask God what part they are to take in this mighty 
life and death struggle”. We are to remember that 
ultimate and abiding victory is with the Captain of 
our Faith for the end of this “conflict of the ages” is 
already determined in heaven and described for us 
in this very Word where we see the Living Word of 
God Himself descending with the armies of heaven 
“and out of His mouth goeth a sharp sword that with 
it he should smite the nations and he shall rule them 
with a rod of iron. 


We are grateful for this book which is written 
particularly for our day. Any reader of this review 
will render a great service if he will put a copy of 
it into the hands of college and Seminary students. 


—John R. Richardson. 





God’s Prophetic 
Program 


There is a growing interest in eschatological sub- 
jects in recent years. This has been notably true in 
Europe but even here in America we find more open- 
mindedness on the subject. Because some people go 
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to unwarranted extremes on the doctrine of last 
things, it does not follow that sane Christians should 
ignore this phase of Biblical revelation. 


For some time the distinguished pastor of the 
Broadway Presbyterian Church of New York has de- 
voted his talents to the study of the prophetic ele- 
ments of the Scriptures. Not long ago he gave us a 
volume on “Things To Come” that has been well re- 
ceived. The present volume is a companion work and 
deals with the great prophecies of Scripture. One of 
the considerations that prompted Dr. McComb to 
undertake this work is the fact that so many are teach- 
ing that the Church will pass through the Tribula- 
tion. This author does not hold to this position. He 
writes, “We believe she will pass through tribulation 
but not ‘THE TRIBULATION, the time of ‘Jacob's 
trouble’, with which this age will close. The Lord, we 
believe, will come again and take the Church to His 
own home before the Great Tribulation begins. In 
the writing of this book we have endeavored to set 
forth faithfully, with God’s help, what He has said 
in His holy Word.” 


Dr. McComb always writes with a remarkable in- 
cisiveness. For example, in his third sermon he uses 
as his text, “Give none offense, neither to the Jews 
or the Gentiles or unto the Church of God” and then 
he comments, “God divides all humanity into a three- 
fold classification—the Jews, the Gentiles, and the 
Church of God. Every human being belongs to one 
of these three groups. If you are descendant of Abra- 
ham through Isaac and Jacob and have not received 
Christ as your Saviour, you are a Jew; if you are not 
a Jew and have not received Christ as your Saviour, 
you are a Gentile and if you have received Christ as 
your Saviour, you are a member of the Church of 
God, regardless of whether you were formerly a Jew 
or a Gentile”. 


One of the finest chapters is on “The Abrahamic 
Covenant” (Gen. 12:1-3). On this subject the writer 
states, “God's great promises to Abraham were given 
when the patriarch was living in Ur of the Chaldees 
in Mesopotamia. The Lord gave seven promises to 
the Patriarch. These seven distinct promises were 
each conditioned upon Abraham's faith evidenced by 
his willingness to forsake his own country and go to 
a land that God promised to show him. Because 
Abraham believed God and God counted it to him 
for righteousness, if we today believe what God says 
concerning His only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, God 
counts us righteous and gives us glorious promises of 
blessing as He did Abraham, but if we believe not, 
there are no promises of blessing for us, but instead, 
the wrath of God abideth on us.” 


One may not follow Dr. McComb in all of his de- 
ductions concerning prophetic utterances but any 
fair-minded person must concede that at all times he 
seeks to exalt Christ in every message. The next to 
the last message is a typical example. His text is 
“Also I will make him, my first-born, higher than 
the kings of the earth.” (Psalm 89:27) He empha- 
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sizes the fact that the Father purposes to exalt Christ 
above the kings of the earth because he loves Jesus 
Christ, His Son, above all others; because Jesus Christ 
alone is worthy to rule the world; and because He 
has already accomplished more for mankind than any 
other by dying for them on the Cross.” 


Realizing that good and sincere Christians differ 
on a number of minor points in eschatology, one 
would not expect all of our readers to concur in all 
the interpretations of this volume. We do, however, 
express the hope that all who love Christ’s appearing 
and desire to know more about what the Scriptures 
teach on the subject will be open-minded enough to 
examine a book of this nature. It has a message that 
will appeal to reverent Christians. 

—John R. Richardson 





The Man Who Ought Not 
To Give To Missions 


1. The man who believes that the unbelieving 
men and women in the world are not lost and don’t 
need a Saviour. 


2. The man who believes that Jesus Christ has 


no right and no reason to command his disciples to 
“Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to 
every creature.” 


3. The man who believes the gospel is not the 
power of God and that Christ cannot save the 
heathen. 


4. The man who wishes that missionaries had 
never come to our ancestors and that we ourselves 
were still heathens, cannibals or worshippers of wood 
or stone. 


5. The man who believes it is “every man for 
himself” in this world—who with Cain asks: “Am I 
my brother's keeper”? 

6. The man who wants no share in the final 


victory, and the reward to faithful servants. 


The man who is prepared to accept the final 
sentence, “Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the 
least of these, ye did it not to me . . . depart from 
me.” 


8. Such a man is not asked to give to foreign 
missions. He needs missionaries to be sent to him. 
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“THE HANDWRITING ON THE WALL” 


“Dear Sirs: 

The Northern Presbyterian Church offices in Philadelphia have just sent 
out a statement to interested persons in the Northern, Southern and United 
Presbyterian Churches, a statement with reference to the proposed union of 
the three Churches. 

In studying this proposed plan I find a number of significant things. For 
instance there is no provision for a congregation in the Northern Church to 
remain outside the proposed union; only is this provision available to United 
and Southern congregations and they can stay out by a three-fourths vote. 


I do not mean to be captious but the handwriting is clearly on the wall 
for all to read: 


a. The Northern Church sends out the statement for all three Churches. 
b. The Northern congregations cannot stay out. 


c. The Stated Clerk of the Northern Church is to continue as Stated 
Clerk of the new organization and I happen to know that the two offices are 
regarded and conducted in a very different manner in Philadelphia and At- 
lanta. 

d. The old plan for Regional Synods has been scrapped and a proposed 
Commission in which we will have 15 out of 50 members is to make such 
decisions. 

From all of this it is plain that our Church and the United Presbyterian 
Church are to wnite with the Northern Presbyterian Church, which is, as 
your Association has stated, “absorption—not union.” 

This may be what some want but I have a very strong feeling that the ma- 
jority in our Church, if they know the situation, will feel we can ac- 
complish more as a separate organization. 

[ have seen your booklet, ““The Reason Why.” More power to you. Send 
me 1,000 copies for distribution. 

Sincerely yours.” 


NAME WITHHELD. 
* * * * * * * * * ok 


IF YOU ARE INTERESTED OR CONCERNED WRITE: 
THE ASSOCIATION For THE PRESERVATION AND CONTINUATION 
Or THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
H. B. Dendy, Secy. — Weaverville, N. C. 

















PAGE 16 





THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 





